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  Activities, Classes, Exhibitions
			      & Membership

Discover a 265-acre landscape with over 15,000 plants  
from around the world. Explore, relax, and learn!

An arboretum is a living museum, where trees, 
shrubs, and vines are grown for science research, 
education, and enjoyment. The Arnold Arboretum 
is the oldest public arboretum in North America, 
and it is managed through a unique partnership 
between Harvard University and the City of 
Boston. 

A beloved and beautiful historic landscape within 
Boston’s Emerald Necklace, the Arboretum is one 
of the best documented woody plant collections 
in the world. We are also a world-class research 
institution conducting  plant biology, conservation, 
and biodiversity studies. We offer education 
programs for Boston school children, classes for 
adults, and a horticultural library. Spend some 
time in the Hunnewell Visitor Center to learn more.

Extraordinary plants from around the globe, a 
beautiful, ever-changing landscape, and over four 
miles of paved and unpaved paths await you. 

About us

Winter



     

HOURS & ADMISSION
The landscape is open from sunrise to sunset every day 
of the year. Admission is free. Donations are welcome.

HUNNEWELL VISITOR CENTER
Located inside the main gate on the Arborway.
Monday through Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday: 10am to 4pm
Sunday: noon to 4pm
Closed holidays

PLANT INFORMATION HOTLINE
Our hotline is available for questions about woody 
plants hardy in the Boston area. 
Live Mondays, 1–3pm (Please note: the hotline has no live 
assistance from December – January; during this period, 
volunteers will respond to voicemail and email.)
617.384.5235
plantinfo@arnarb.harvard.edu

HORTICULTURAL LIBRARY
The Horticultural Library is a specialized research 
collection that supports the curation, documentation, 
and study of the Arboretum’s living collections of 
woody plants. 
Located in the Hunnewell Building.
Open Monday–Saturday, 10am–3:45pm
617.522.1086

HELP PROTECT THE ARBORETUM
•• Dogs must be leashed at all times. Owners are 

responsible for removal of dog waste.
•• No picking plant material or tree climbing.
•• No picnicking, fires, or barbecues.

A full list of rules is posted online and at entrance gates.

The Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University
125 Arborway, Boston, MA 02130

Main number 617.524.1718
Visitor Center 617.384.5209
arboretum.harvard.edu

GUIDED TOURS
Free; regiser at: my.arboretum.harvard.edu. 
The main tour season resumes on April 11.

Winter Wellness Walks
Choose from three Sundays: Jan 22, Feb 26, Mar 18 
Walks start at 1pm and will last 45 minutes. Stay 
healthy and connected to the Arboretum at a time 
when the landscape is pared down to its beautiful 
bones. 

Winter Wonderland Bird Walk
Sat, Feb 25, 8–10am 
Bob Mayer, Arboretum Docent and Marc Devokaitis, Visitor 
Education Staff
Even when most of the natural world is resting, there 
are dozens of bird species actively making a living. 
From year round residents to occasional winter 
visitors, there is always avian life to observe in the 
landscape. 

TREE-OF-THE-MONTH
Each month, explore a different plant at the 
Arboretum and hunt for a hidden letterbox. Pick 
up an activity guide in the Hunnewell Building or 
download online.

SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS
Winter is a great time to look closely at the bark 
of deciduous trees and foliage of evergreens. Some 
highlights include the paperbark maple, birches, 
Japanese umbrella pine, and Cedar of Lebanon. 
Witchhazel, a reliable harbinger of spring, begins 
blooming in late winter. 

Pick up a Map & Guide in the Hunnewell Visitor 
Center to make the most of your winter visit. 

Visit

Save the Date

LILAC SUNDAY
May 13, 2012



Learn and GrowArt Exhibitions

Tree Rings
Ceramic panoramas by Warren 
Mather
March 17–April 29

Reception: 
Sat, March 17, 1–3pm 

Artist’s Talk:
Thurs, April 12, 6:30–8pm

Aviflora: Plants and the 
Birds that Love Them
Images by Ted Bradford, Brooks 
Matthewson, Eduardo del Solar
January 14–March 11

Reception: 
Sat, Feb 18, 1–3pm

Science Talk: Migration in the 
Arboretum by Brooks Matthewson
Wed, Feb 15, 7–8pm

JANUARY
23	 Soil: Where Geoscience Meets Botany
28	 Pruning in Winter 

FEBRUARY
4	 Pruning in Winter 
8+	 Design Workshop for Home Gardeners
11	 Dwarf Conifer & Juniper Collections via Snowshoes
11	 Grafting Techniques for Ornamental Trees
28	 Growing Potential: Gardening Behind Bars

MARCH
2	 Conifers around the World 
17	 Growing Plants from Seeds
19	 Bonsai: History, Facts and Myths
26	 Tea Horse Road: China’s Ancient Trade with Tibet

APRIL
11	 Landscape as Urbanism
21	 Growing Plants from Seeds
23	 Syrup, Seeds & Bees: Exploring Links in Maple Ecology

DIRECTOR’S LECTURE SERIES
Mondays, 7-8:30pm [Hunnewell Building]
Free; registration requested
1/9	 The Evolution of Big

	 Ned Friedman, Arnold Arboretum Director
2/6	 The Global Forests of Greenhouse Earth

	 Kirk Johnson, Denver Museum of Nature and Science 
3/5	 Art as Source of Information on Horticultural 
	 Technology 

	 Jules Janick, Purdue University
3/19	 Exploring Terra Incognita: Microbes on Us, 
			  in Us, and All around Us

	 Noah Fierer, University of Colorado at Boulder

Note: All art exhibitions are held in the Hunnewell Building  
Lecture Hall. Call 617.384.5209 for exhibition availability.

The Arboretum offers a variety of learning 
opportunities for adults. Read full class 
descriptions and register online:

my.arboretum.harvard.edu
Call 617.384.5277 for more information.

Help the Arboretum to advance its mission by sustaining 
our programs in horticulture, botanical science, and 
education. Membership also supports the ongoing care 
of our remarkable collections and historic landscape. 
For more information call 617.384.5766.

Basic benefits of membership:
•• Subscription to Arnoldia, our quarterly magazine of 

plant science, horticulture, ecology, and history
•• Subscription to Silva, our biannual member 

magazine of Arboretum news and events
•• Invitations to members-only events
•• Free plant(s) at select events
•• A discount of up to 20% on Arboretum classes, 

and a 10% discount on merchandise in the 
Arboretum bookstore

•• Discounts at participating nurseries and garden 
centers; free or discounted admission at reciprocal 
gardens of the American Horticultural Society

Membership



Gardens and Spirit
The Power of Landscape to Transform
A Series offered by Trinity Church in the City of Boston and 
the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University
Fee per lecture:  $15 member, $20 nonmember

Growing Potential: Gardening Behind Bars
James Jiler, Founder, Urban GreenWorks, and CEO, 
Native Splendor Designs
Tue, Feb 28, 7–8:30pm [Trinity Church]
James Jiler will speak of the harsh reality of our prison 
system and a unique approach to re-directing prisoners’ 
lives through horticulture. 

Landscape as Urbanism
Charles Waldheim, John E. Irving Professor of Landscape 
Architecture, Harvard Graduate School of Design
Wed, Apr 11, 7–8:30pm [Weld Hill]
A leading scholar in the field of landscape architecture, 
Charles Waldheim will speak about our ever-evolving 
relationship with the urban environment as we press its 
boundaries into the suburbs, and the role of landscape 
in defining our communities. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Free; registration requested

Conifers Around the World 
Fri, Mar 2, 5:30pm [Weld Hill]
In 1975, dendrologist Zsolt Debreczy and nature 
photographer István Rácz set themselves a goal: to 
document all the conifers in the world’s temperate 
zones. In their book, Conifers Around the World, 
they present 500 species of conifers, including 
several that were new to science. Celebrate this 
accomplishment, see some of these exquisite 
images, and hear from Zsolt about his grand search 
for conifers. Books will be available for purchase 
and signing.

Tea Horse Road: China’s Ancient Trade with 
Tibet
Mon, Mar 26, 7pm [Weld Hill]
Ethnobotanist Dr. Selena Ahmed, co-author of 
the book Tea Horse Road, tackles the origins of tea.  
Camellia sinensis is a species with a long history 
of cultivation and trade. Hear about Ahmed’s 
discoveries of tea’s journey along the China-to-Tibet 
trade road, enjoy some of the beautiful photos by 
co-author Michael Freeman, and sample a variety 
of teas. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing.

Syrup, Seeds, and Bees: Exploring Links in 
Maple Ecology
Mon, Apr 23, 7pm [Weld Hill]
Elizabeth Crone’s research focuses on population 
ecology, life history, and conservation of plants 
and insects. Most recently, she has turned her 
attention to a signature industry of New England—
maple syrup production. She is trying to determine 
any links between pollinator populations, quantity 
of maple flowers and seeds, and sap flow. Join 
us to learn if each responds independently to 
the weather, or if possibly, there are complex 
interactions taking place in the sugarbush. 

GIS for Public Gardens, Managed 
Landscapes, and More
An Introductory Workshop
Brian Morgan, Developer, ArcGIS Public Garden Data 
Model, and Founding Director, Alliance for Public 
Gardens GIS
Tues, Jan 24, 9am–5pm; Snowdate Jan 25 
[Harvard University Science Center]
Fee $185 member, $220 nonmember 
Learn crucial concepts about Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) and how to manage 
and present garden collections data. This workshop 
will guide you through creating a GIS for a public 
garden or similar landscape using Esri ArcGIS and 
the Alliance for Public Gardens GIS Public Garden 
Data Model. At individual work stations, you will 
learn how to install the data model template, create 
and edit map features in ArcGIS, collect garden 
data, and produce plant collection maps.


