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Coursepacks 

The Benefits of Developing a Coursepack 
If you are a faculty member who has many articles or chapters that you would like to distribute to your students on a 
weekly basis, a coursepack is the easiest route to take for your students. In addition, by obtaining permission to copy 
these articles, you will not be breaking any copyright laws. The staff in the Landscape Institute office is restricted by 
copyright and cannot copy articles without the permission of the publisher or author (whichever owns the copyright).   

Coursepacks consolidate all of the pertinent information you hope to distribute to your students in a compact format. In 
addition, you can purchase an extra copy of the coursepack and place it on hold in the Landscape Institute office for 
students to peruse or copy from. 

Why request one in advance? And, why they tend to be expensive. 
There is more to coursepacks than meets the eye. In accordance with federal law, copyright permission must be obtained 
for copyrighted citation included in the coursepack. This is a process that demands a lot of legwork. Permissions are held 
either by publishers or individual authors, and royalties generally must be paid to the rights holder.  

Often, title rights are sold from one publisher to another or ownership reverts from a publisher or a succession of 
publishers to the author, who is not always easy to locate. The process of tracking down the copyright holder and then 
obtaining permission is generally laborious, and many publishers require as much as eight weeks advance notice of a 
request for permission to copy from a work. Obtaining permissions for thousands of citations is both time and labor 
intensive.  

Coursepack prices are determined by the cost of publisher royalties plus fees for photocopying and labor costs associated 
with obtaining copyright permissions. Royalties and labor costs vary from pack to pack. As an example, a course pack 
that has 100 pages, may cost somewhere around $28.00.  This price increases depending upon the amount of time 
expended to get permissions and varying publisher costs for those permissions. 

While it might seem a more expedient solution to simply copy material without notifying the author(s), doing so would run 
counter to academic ethos of respecting the work, ideas, and intellectual property of authors. It also would violate the legal 
rights of the author or publisher.  

It is essential that you request your coursepacks by the indicated deadlines. This leaves XanEdu 
Publishing plenty of time to handle any copyright-related obstacles that arise and helps us to have coursepacks ready 
when students need them.  

Coursepacks: What information do you need to provide to the Coop in order for them to obtain 
permission?  
If you would like to use a custom published coursepack, the Harvard COOP Textbook department partners with XanEdu 
Publishing Services in offering customized coursepacks for classes taught at Harvard.  The ordering process requires two 
steps from you: 1) Contacting Xanedu to assemble the coursepack and 2) contacting the COOP with your course information, 
including an estimated enrollment. 
  
XanEdu obtains the rights to use and print copyrighted materials and manufactures the coursepack once all of the content is 
assembled.  Once the coursepack is ready to ship, XanEdu will contact the COOP that the coursepack is ready, the COOP will 
place a formal order, and the coursepacks will be put on the shelves in the textbook department available for purchase once 
they arrive. 
  
You may learn more about XanEdu through their website: http://www.xanedu.com 
  
If you would like to order and assemble a coursepack, you may contact Josh Phillips via telephone at 1.800.218.5971 ext. 
5246 or via e-mail at jphillips@xanedu.com. 
  
Josh will be able to assist you on developing a custom pack for your class and is the contact person at XanEdu that we at the 
COOP work with. 
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